PATIENT, a female, aged 53. Spasm of left facial nerve, one year and five months. Tinnitus began with onset of the spasm. A single twitch of the muscles was associated with a synchronous noise in the left ear. Patient described the noise as a " bang." When twitches followed one another rapidly the noise was like the " popping of a motor car." When twitches were very rapid the noise became continuous and sometimes bell-like. There was pain in the left ear at the onset of the disease, when the twitching was very bad. Post-suppurative effects in the right ear. Tympanic membrane on left side: opacities. A detailed examination is being made.
DISCUSSION.
Sir JAMES DUNDAS-GRANT said he thought the murmur was perhaps a muscular one caused by the contraction of the stapedius, associated with contraction of the facial muscles. If the normal subject closed the ears and then shut the eyes tightly, a deeptoned hum was perceptible. Mr. Jenkins' patient said that the sound she was hearing was the same as that which followed the energetic shutting of the eyes in the way mentioned.
Mr. SYDNEY SCOTT said he had seen some similar cases at Queen Square, but was unable to throw light on the pathology. He believed the subjective noise might be caused by the repeated contractions of the stapedius, because in some cases the patient felt momentarily giddy during the attacks of twitching of the face. This patient said she was not giddy, but she was deaf in the opposite ear.
Mr. G. J. JENKINS (in reply) said he had shown this case because it seemed to be one in which a specific cause for the tinnitus could be made out. There was a spasm of the left seventh cranial nerve. The tinnitus might possibly be due to the sound produced by the contraction of the facial muscles being conducted to the ear, or by a movement of the pinna, but he thought it was due to the movement of the stapes produced by the, contraction of the stapedius muscle. As to whether the tinnitus was due to the simple movement of the stapes or to a vibration set up in the tympanic membrane and ossicles, it was difficult to say, but he thought it was more likely to be due to movement of the stapes itself.
